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sweets of doubtful value but fresh and dried fruit? Children both
rich and poor may also be trained to do house-cleaning and white-
washing themselves. It will be something if they are coaxed to
recognize the dignity of labour if only during holidays to begin
with. But the point I wish to emphasize is that at least a part,
if not the whole, of the money saved by doing away with fire-
works, etc., should be given to the cause of khadi, or if that is
anathema, then to any other cause in which the poorest are served*
There cannot be greater joy to men and women young and old
than that they think of and associate the poorest of the land with
them in their holidays.

Young India, 25-10-1928

447.   HOW WE LOST INDIA*

It was at Jalpaiguri just before Deshbandhu's death that I
said to a mercantile audience in reply to an address from the
merchants that we had lost India through merchants and that we
should regain it also through them.2 If illustrations of the truth of
this statement were wanted, a striking one is furnished by the fol-
lowing circular letter from a mercantile association to other simi-
lar bodies:

As you are aware, trade in Manchester piece-goods and yarn has
much gone down in recent times and is still showing a marked tendency
to decrease. It has been noticed that business men are not taking as keen
an interest in this trade as they used to do formerly. As a result of
this indifference, our countrymen are steadily losing what was as it still may
be a source of great profit and income to them. The Marwari community,
along with other commercial communities, being very greatly interested
in the piece-goods and yarn trade, my Committee adopted a resolution
in their meeting of the 7th instant, to fully investigate into the causes
of its depression with a view to taking definite steps for the rehabilita-
tion of this important branch of trade.

As the matter is one of general interest, my Committee consider it
advisable to meet the representatives of different public bodies interested
in the trade in a conference in order to take concerted action if possible.

1 An article by Gandhiji on   the same subject appeared in
4-11-1928.
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